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of a British force so near the immediate haunts of
the Pindarees, together with their plans and ex-
peditions for the season of 1816-17, will more
properly form the subject of a separate chapter.
But it may first be necessary to notice briefly
what was passing during the rains at the other
Mahratta courts.

Sindheea made no effort to avail himself of the
distractions at the Bhoosla court, consequent
upon the death of Raghoojee : indeed, the expedi-
tion with which the treaty of subsidiary alliance
was negotiated by Mr. Jenkins, and the secrecy
observed in the conduct of that affair, had left no
time for the operation of foreign intrigue, much
less for the machinations of a durbar, so slow in
its deliberations as that of Gwalior. In the same
manner this chieftain refrained entirely from iur-
ther interference in the affairs of Bhopal; so that
the young Nuwab, having retained his father's
counsellors in their offices, continued to make
head against the Pindarees, and to command
their respect: keeping up at the same time an
active correspondence with the political agent m
Bundelkhund, explaining every thing that passed
between him and the freebooters, and professing
his desire to become, or* at least to be considered,
a dependant of the British dominion. Neither
did Sindheea make an? effort whatever, in the
course of 1816, to curb or reduce the Pindarees,
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